
Suicide rate remains 'stubbornly 
high' 
Updated at 5:41 pm on 20 August 2014 

The Chief Coroner says the suicide rate is stubbornly high and disappointingly 
consistent. 
 

 
Graphic: CHIEF CORONER 

The latest figures show the overall rate has dropped slightly, with fewer young 
people taking their own lives, but there is a continuing rise in suicides among older 
people. 
 
529 people took their own lives in the year to June, down from 541 the year before. 
Taking the increasing population into account, the suicide rate has fallen to below 12 
people per 100,000. 
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But the Chief Coroner, Judge Neil MacLean, said there was a rise in the number of 
suicides among older people. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
"The number in the over sixty-year-olds went up from 75 in 12/13 to 97 in 13/14. It's 
a raft of things like the loneliness of elderly people, the whole environment of rest 
homes and palliative care." 
 
Judge MacLean said the number of suicides amongst people under 24 was 
significantly down, with 110 last year, compared to 144 the year before. 
He said these were some of the toughest and most tragic cases and attributed the 
fall to increased awareness, especially within community groups. 

 
Prevention services for Maori not working - CASPER 
 
A suicide awareness group has said services aimed at preventing Maori suicides are 
not working. 
 
The Chief Coroner's latest figures show 108 people of Maori descent took their lives 
in the year to June, compared with 105 the year before. 
 
Community Action on Suicide Prevention and Education Research (CASPER) said 
the fall in the overall suicide rate was pleasing. 
 
But its operations manager, Leteisha Cornes, said the government money going into 
projects such as Kia Piki Te Ora was not effective enough. 
 
"A lot of money's been put in from the Ministry of Health into Maori and specifically 
Maori youth suicide," she said. 
 
"I think that's a reflection that what's going on there with all of that money and all of 
that support that they're trying to provide, that it's not working at all, and that we need 
to start looking at different approaches." 
 


